
R O W A N  T R E E  T R A V E Lwith
Iceland Off the Beaten Path

Millions of people visit Iceland every year, but how many get to see the real Iceland? Not the sleek,
modern, Scandi style hotels that have cropped up everywhere and the waterfalls and geysers with an
unending line of tourists streaming by, but the Iceland that is rarely visited, and the countryside way of
life that has gone on for generations?  Not many, that’s for sure!  And that is where we are taking you -
starting in the South with a visit to a local wool festival and Vestmannaeyar (The Westman Islands), then
heading East to the dramatic East Fjords, and finally to the Far North through the remote Highlands, we
will visit farms that preserve the old traditions, guesthouses that celebrate the communal art of travel,
and even step back in time to experience the baðstofa - a style of cozy one room living common in
Iceland until the mid 20th century. Helene Magnusson will join us for a weekend to teach us about the
soft shoes that Icelandic women traditionally wore - plain on the outside, but embellished with
elaborately patterned knitted inserts on the inside!   We will all get to knit our own shoes and inserts on
the trip, so that we can be perfectly at home in our baðstofa! Add in farm tours, a cookery class,
stargazing (and aurora gazing!), hot springs, and access to some of the most spectacularly dramatic
scenery in Iceland, and this will definitely be a trip of a lifetime! Needless to say, this will not be a typical
Rowan Tree Travel Tour!  Most participants will be encouraged to join in the communal living
arrangements, from the spacious baðstofa for eight to the triple or quad room accommodation. A few
special experiences like curtained box beds will be available on a first come, first serve basis! Some
single, double, or twin rooms will be available, of course.

Accommodations in Iceland
An average of two meals per day (Breakfast is provided each morning; prepare to purchase either
dinner or lunch based on the day’s scheduled activities) 
All entrance fees and workshops 
Airport transfers and private mini-coach

Included in Tour Price

To Register
A Registration Form and $840 deposit (20% of lowest tour price) are required to join the trip. Once you
submit your online registration we will tentatively hold a spot for you. An invoice for the deposit will be
emailed to you, payable online with a credit or debit card, which you will need to pay within 24hrs. Once
your deposit is received your spot is secure. Balance Payment Schedule: 2nd payment (half of balance)
due 6 months before departure; final payment due 3 months before departure. 

Tour Price
$4200 shared (flexible communal)⎪$4600 shared (double/twin)⎪$5000 private (single)

Not Included in Tour Price
International Airfare · Soda and alcoholic drinks · Personal items · Gratuities · Extra Yarn!

October 4-15, 2021

Click HERE to fill out your registration form.

https://forms.gle/jMha63wnGKyXjBvs9
https://forms.gle/jMha63wnGKyXjBvs9
https://forms.gle/jMha63wnGKyXjBvs9


Monday & Tuesday, October 4-5⎪Welcome to Iceland! We will dive right into our celebration of
wool with a sheep shearing celebration at Uppspuni Wool Mill, a workshop at Þingborg Wool Center,
and a natural dyeing demonstration at Hespa Yarns over the course of our first two days!  At Uppspuni
Mill we will meet the sheep that will provide us with fleece for our group project of knitted soft shoes.

Wednesday, October 6⎪A visit to Vestmannaeyjar - a small group of islands to the south of Iceland
with a very dynamic natural history!  One of the islands was created by volcanic activity as recently as
1963, and the main island of Heimaey has a dramatic volcanic story as well.  We will have a guided tour
of the island with a local who will describe the disaster that buried part of the town in 1973 and we will
get to explore the museum created around some unearthed houses - a modern Pompeii story!  Our
evening will be spent together relaxing at the former home of a remarkable weaver and travel writer
from the early 1900s and hear all about Sigríður Anna Jónsdóttir and her adventures.

Iceland Off the Beaten Path Snippet Itinerary

Thursday & Friday, October 7-8⎪Making our way Eastward, our days will be filled with dramatic
scenery, black sand beaches, waterfalls, glacial lagoons, and yes, more sheep!  The woolly highlight
here will be visiting a farm that has been breeding the Icelandic sheep for new qualities of wool that
are more lustrous and closer to Gotland Sheep.  We will also visit an open air museum and get our first
glimpse of the old turf houses that centered around the baðstofa.  Our tour there will focus on historic
textiles.  We will get glimpses of Vatnajokull, the largest Glacier in Iceland, and the third we will pass
by and get a closer look at some of the icebergs calving from it at Jokulsarlon where we will have a
boat tour of the glacial lagoon.

Click HERE to fill out your registration form.

https://forms.gle/jMha63wnGKyXjBvs9
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Tuesday & Wednesday, October 12-13⎪Heading north again, we will visit more hot springs, sheep
and waterfalls, as well as some of the strangest landscapes you can imagine!  You may feel like you
are on a different planet as we walk first among bubbling pools of turquoise blue water, then between
strange lumpy lava formations that will leave you with a keen understanding of local troll lore!  Our
final night in the North will be in the town of Husavik and we will soak in their thermal pools overlooking
Skjálfandi Bay.

Thursday & Friday, October 14-15⎪Before flying back to Reykjavik, we will venture a bit further off the
beaten track to walk the lovely trails in Asbyrgi Canyon - one of the few places in Iceland that you will
find a forest!   One more farm stop to stock up on wool, and then we will board our little plane to head
back to the bright lights of Reykjavik. Our accommodation there will be in spacious apartments in the
city center, which we can use as our base to explore and enjoy one last dinner together before
heading our separate ways.

Saturday-Monday, October 9-11⎪Turning North, we will enter into the East Fjords, with jagged
mountains jutting out like icy fingers into the deep blue waters.  The Icelandic War Museum has a
surprisingly interesting story to tell, considering Iceland’s neutrality in the second World War. We’ll end
our journey in a remote valley in the Highlands at the Wilderness center where we will meet Helene
Magnusson and spend the next three nights.  The Wilderness Center feels like stepping back in time,
while supported by all of the modern conveniences and a wonderful cook!  Half of the group will
experience living in a baðstofa that has been recreated by Denni with intricate detail including a
couple of cozy box beds!  The others will have more typical farmhouse style living with individual
rooms.  Our stay here will include talks and an intarsia knitting workshop led by Helene Magnusson,
soaks in the steamy hot springs, walks along the valley, stargazing and storytelling.  A cooking class will
further delight our tastebuds as we knit colorful intarsia inserts for our knitted soft shoes!

Iceland Off the Beaten Path Snippet Itinerary cont.

Click HERE to fill out your registration form.
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This trip needs at least 14 participants in order to proceed. Deposits will be refunded in the event that

the tour does not operate due to lack of participants.

Travel Insurance

Rowan Tree Travel has purchased a Group Protection Plan on behalf of tour participants, providing

medical insurance and limited "Trip Interruption" coverage once you have departed and are on the trip.

Additional trip insurance to cover "Trip Cancellation" is available from our provider at a group rate. Upon

registration we will provide you with information on plans and direct access to purchase extended

coverage with our provider. Note: The Group Protection Plan only applies to US citizens traveling from

the US. If this stipulation does not apply to you, we can assist you in finding alternative options. 

Arranging Your Flights

Once our tour is guaranteed with the minimum number of travelers we will notify all registrants so you

can begin making travel arrrangements. You may purchase your flight reservations on your own or work

with our booking agent, Vivienne at Crystal Travel. She can assist in identifying the best itinerary for your

needs, coordinating with other participants, and with ticket purchase, seat selection and upgrades.

Contact her at (617) 327‐2700 or vivienne@crystal‐travel.com.

Our tours include transportation to and from the airport for group arrivals/departures. In order to meet

us for those airport transfers, we will give everyone an arrival and departure window to facilitate all of

our travelers arriving and departing in close proximity. Flight itineraries outside the provided arrival and

departure windows will likely result in extra transportation costs and possibly missing scheduled tour

activities. For this reason we greatly appreciate your cooperation in booking reservations that

accommodate our arrival and departure specifications. These time windows will be provide to travelers

once the trip is guaranteed.

Please note the following:

Rowan Tree Travel reserves the right to alter any part of this itinerary in order to address

weather conditions, unforeseen circumstance or to improve the participant experience. 

Our trips are categorized as touring (moderate activity), walking (very active), or retreating (relaxing).

We would describe this trip as touring. 

Important Details to keep in mind

Have questions? Please contact us at info@rowantreetravel.com

Click HERE to fill out your registration form.
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